KINGS Artist Run acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin Nation as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we operate.

We offer our respect to Elders both past and present and extend this offer to all First Nations people.

KENGS

Emily Arenas Zarate,
Freda Drakopoulos,
Cristina Dawn,
MaggZ, Torre Alain,
Chelsea Farquhar,
curated by lona Mackenzie

IN OTHER WORDS

FEBRUARY
02.02.23-25.02.23

Artist Run
Established in 2003, KINGS Artist-Run Open 12-5pm Thursday,
provides a location for contemporary Friday, Saturday
art practice, supporting distinctive
experimental projects by artists at all 69 Capel Street,

stages of their careers. West Melbourne VIC 3003



GALLERY ONE

Emily Arenas Zarate, Freda Drakopoulos, Cristina Dawn,

MaggZ, Torre Alain, Chelsea Farquhat, curated by lona Mackenzie

In Other Words

Folklore is a technology that harnesses symbolic language to encrypt and
disseminate psychosocial knowledge. In other words, folklore is a Trojan
Horse that facilitates the discrete movement of ideological information.
This understanding of folklore carries with it the idea that fictional
stories contain and preserve non-fictional histories.

In Other Words questions the line between fact and fiction. Within the
exhibition, a selection of stories and symbols are donned to disguise
subversive discussions. This revised folkloric material “acts as meshwork
for new forms of knowledge” (Torre Alain), and simultaneously,
regenerates older forms of knowledge. In Other Words ultimately
redeems folklore as a viable form of dissent and a universal mode of
communication, even in our current times.

KINGS gallery program is generously supported by Creative Victoria
through the Creative Infrastructure Support Program.

List of works (clockwise from left):

Freda Drakopoulos, Melting., 2023, soap,
rope, my rock, dimensions variable.

Freda Drakopoulos, I melt away from you.,
2022, Me, chain, carabiner, my rock,
performance.

Chelsea Farquhar, She was born above a
sweet shop, sugar glass, soldet, ink, shelving,
2023, dimensions variable.

Cristina Dawn, O TEH MAGNYEH
SHTAH MEHNESHTRAH, O TEH
MEHNER PEH LA FEHNASHTRAH : YOU
EITHER EAT YOUR GREENS OR THROW
YOURSELF OUT THE WINDOW, 2023,
engraved olive oil stained Tasmanian oak,
etched and cut perspex, greens, natural
spinach dyed calico, cat o’nine tails whip
with silverbeet cast aluminium handle,
stainless steel tails and kale cast aluminium
claws, dimensions variable.

MaggZ, I3 (gui), 2023, PVC, flood light,
UE booms, performance.

Emily Arenas Zarate, sibyl tears in capital
heaven (the flower grew until it consumed the
stone), 2022, dried flowers, twine, steel,
paraffin wax, inkject print transfer, iPhone
8, watercolour ink on poplar wood,

100 x 50 cm.

Emily Arenas Zarate, clover of my heart,
a wolf’s eyelash, 2022, digital video on
iPhone, 3 min 33 sec.

Iona Mackenzie, clues, contraptions, 2023,
resin, wax, silicone, glass ball, steel, paper,
blue satin, vulture figurine, spray paint,
snail shell, diamonte, dimensions variable.

Torre Alain (Halo), the hallowed maiden:
kelipot’s castle, 2023, ink, inkjet & correction
pen on paper, resin, rhinestone, medicine
cup, pink offering, 20 x 20 x 13 cm.
Including video (accessible by QR code), 3
min 33 sec.

CREATIVE !!'!: ORIA
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Artist Bios

Emily Arenas Zarate: Emily Arenas Zarate calls into question and builds upon the translation of
globalised mnemonic milieu; tools of touch and repetition mediate between physical and digital to
reveal a mythos of present-day relics imbued with the production, distribution, and circulation of time
& myth within our collective parallels.

Freda Drakopoulos: Freda Drakopoulos is an artist based in Naarm/Melbourne, Australia. Freda’s work
revolves around various states of transition. These states are transcended through a performance-
based integration. Often paradoxical in nature, acts/actions, are used to examine objects, sculpture,
text, matter, material, and embodiment, through desmological investigations and engagements.

Cristina Dawn: I'm so evanescent right now / Tender, fragrant, hardhearted / I'm not pretty when | cry
/ I'm pretty just after / Gasping wounds / Violent compassion / Bedside therapy and treat me like a
piece of meat / Or nothing / You either eat your greens or throw yourself out the window / | only want
to die alive

MaggZ: MaggZ is a Naarm-based queer Chinese movement artist, creative director, and producer.
They specialise in waacking, a freestyle dance originating in 1970s LA from the latinix and African
American queer communities, predominantly involving arm movements. Traversing street dance
battles, performances, installations, creative direction, and producing, MaggZ’s practice aspires to
honour lived experience through transdisciplinary explorations.

Torre Alain: The flower that develops underground has its own advantages of low-resource growth,
security against predators, and circulation within subterranean ecologies. Torre Alain’s work is one
such flower that grows and mutates below ground until conditions on the earth’s surface and the
heart’s desires cause it to rise as a sudden flower of flame.

Chelsea Farquhar: Rather than attempting to provide answers, Chelsea Farquhar’s process-driven
practice engages with ideas around learning and the unknown. Positioning artmaking as analogous
to ectoplasm—the materialised substance produced from the body of a medium during a séance—
Chelsea’s work is full of contradictions, uncertainty, and cross-dimensional exchanges.

lona Mackenzie: lona Mackenzie’s practice largely focuses on folklore and its capacity to function

as a psychosocial weapon. lona has had the pleasure of exhibiting in Sydney, Vienna, and Greece. In
Naarm, she has shown with CAVES, Seventh Gallery, and Temperance Hall, and is excited to present a
solo exhibition at Assembly Point in April, 2023.



